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of war impossible until he received the reply of Lin-
coln to the English ultimatum; and it is impossible
that such a transaction as that of the consultation
with the French government should have taken place
without Adams knowing of it, for his information
from the surroundings of the Queen was minute and
incessant. He said to me, without the slightest qual-
ification, that the preservation of peace was due
solely to the insistence of the Queen, strengthened
by the advice of Prince Albert, on the demand for
the release of the envoys being made in terms which
should not offend the amour propre of the North,ty of Mr. Adams, the world owes
